Research Project – Thesis Statement
 Top of Form
	The criminal justice system in the United States is fundamentally biased due to social biases and discrimination that exist in out society like race, and wealth. Due to these recent events, these biases have become more prominent, and solutions must be found to correct them in our criminal justice system. 	Comment by Troy Kanode: What specifically within the system is biased? Certain agencies or certain people or certain procedures?	Comment by Troy Kanode: What events?	Comment by Troy Kanode: What solutions?



[bookmark: _Hlk13294980]


The current topic is very broad and unclear. When you revise your thesis statement seek to make it more direct, clear, and focused.  You want the reader to know exactly what your topic is and what your position is on that topic. Here is an example below:
“The threat and application of swift and severe punishment is the most effective means to deter criminal activity, bring offenders to justice, and ensure the safety and security of citizens. As a result, current laws must be changed to provide for swift and severe punishment for the most heinous crimes”.   

[bookmark: _Hlk13294903]In this thesis statement you can see that the author will be discussing the threat and application of swift and severe punishment.  You can also see that the author has taken the position that this threat and application will deter criminal activity, bring offenders to justice, and ensure the safety of citizens.  The author proposes a change in current laws in order to implement swift and severe punishment.  The body of the paper will seek to prove to the reader that this thesis statement and the author’s position are accurate.    

Make sure that your topic is narrow enough to provide detailed research and analysis of the issue. First, describe the problem and then provide a solution to the problem or an explanation as to why the problem exists. This solution or explanation should be based on outside sources that you have researched. 
[bookmark: _Hlk31100945]Example:
1-The media falsely portrays law enforcement as systematically abusing citizens in the United States.
2-Law enforcement agencies can overcome this false narrative by releasing video evidence and making statements regarding controversial cases as soon as possible.
The above example provides a problem and a solution.  In this example the author would use research to show that both sentences are accurate.

Remember, a research paper is much different than a theme paper or report. In a theme paper you simply describe a topic; in a research paper you must take a solid position on a topic and then use scholarly sources to support your position. Tell the reader what the solution to the identified problem is or why further research is needed. Also, I would suggest avoiding current events or any topic where news sources will be used as media sources are not scholarly and are often inaccurate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk12606956]Focus on the areas discussed above as you revise your thesis statement and let me know if you have any questions.    
-Troy Kanode





